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Special Revenue Funds 
 
Municipal Court Computer System Procurement and 
Maintenance Fund 
 
2005 Cash Balance Statement 
The municipal court computer fund is projected to begin 2005 with an 
unencumbered cash balance of $2,114,880. This fund was created to provide the 
Municipal Court with computer hardware, software, training and computer-related 
services.  Effective March 1, 1993, the Ohio Revised Code was amended to 
allow the addition of court fees for the purpose of court computerization.  For the 
Municipal Court Judges, the fee is $3 per cause of action or appeal.  The 
Municipal Court Clerk may add an amount of $10 per transaction, including 
causes of action or appeals.  The projection of total revenue attributable to the 
Municipal Court Judges for 2005 is $510,976; revenue for the Clerk of Courts is 
$1,704,074. 
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Street Construction Maintenance and Repair Fund 
 
2005 Cash Balance Statement 
The street construction, maintenance and repair (SCMR) fund is projected to end 
2005 with a fund balance of $394,688.  Revenue for the SCMR fund is expected 
to increase $3.8 million over 2004.  The majority of the increase is due to the new 
state gas tax that went into effect during 2003.  New expenditures for the fund 
include street lighting charges from the Electricity Division, while new street 
cleaning revenues from the Storm Sewers Division offsets these new expenses.  
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2005 Revenue Summary 
 

 
 
 
Revenue Notes: 
• Motor vehicle fuel tax revenues will grow by 25.6 percent in 2005 
• Right-of-way permit fees are estimated at $834,000 in 2005 
• In 2005, traffic signal installation revenues are estimated at $2,800,000 
• Traffic lane lining revenues are estimated to be $500,000 in 2005 
• Motor vehicle license tax revenues will increase by 1.2 percent in 2005 
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Street Construction Maintenance and Repair Fund Pro Forma Operating 
Statement 
A pro forma operating statement for the ten-year period beginning in 2005 is 
presented on the following page. It represents the fund’s revenues and 
expenditures for that period, given certain assumptions, and is essential in 
providing a framework for future financial decisions.  The major assumptions 
included in this pro forma for years 2006 and beyond are as follows: 
 
• The projected annual growth of one half of one percent for motor vehicle fuel 

tax revenues reflects the decline in fuel consumption since 2000. 
• Motor vehicle license tax revenue growth is projected at one half of one 

percent per year and reflects the decline in motor vehicle registrations since 
2000. 

• State enacted motor vehicle fuel tax increases of two cents per gallon per 
year each year effective July 1, 2003, 2004 and 2005 and redirected fuel tax 
revenues from the State Highway Patrol to local governments are also 
reflected.   

• Operations and maintenance expenses, excluding personnel, health 
insurance, pro rata and technology, are inflated at three percent per year.  
Personnel expenses and the director’s office charges assume four percent 
growth per year.  Health insurance is projected to grow 12 percent per year.  
Pro rata charges represent 4.5 percent of revenue.  It is assumed that there 
will be zero growth in technology expenses. 

• The ending fund balance will be positive until 2009, when the balance turns 
negative and remains negative for the remainder of the period. 
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Health Special Revenue Fund 
 
2005 Cash Balance Statement 
The health special revenue fund is projected to begin the year with a cash 
balance of $505,075.  Total available resources includes the unencumbered cash 
balance, revenues deposited into the health special revenue fund, a general fund 
transfer subsidy and encumbrance cancellations. These resources are used to 
cover the Health Department’s operating expenditures. 
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2005 Revenue Summary 
 

 
Revenue Notes: 
• The health special revenue fund receives a transfer from the city’s general 

fund each year to cover all budgeted operating expenses that cannot be 
supported solely by other Health Department revenue sources.  Other 
revenues include license and permit fees, charges for services, birth and 
death certificate fees and various program fees.  Total revenues are projected 
to be 3.7 percent above 2004 level.  In 2005, total revenues, excluding the 
prior year unencumbered cash balance and estimated encumbrance 
cancellations, are projected to be $23,714,625. 

  
• The general fund subsidy totaling $18,314,298, representing 75 percent of 

Health’s operating revenues, will increase by 7.7 percent in 2005 as 
compared to 2004. 
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Recreation and Parks Operation and Extension Fund 
 
2005 Cash Balance Statement 
The recreation and parks operation and extension fund cash balance statement 
is itemized below.  Total available resources include prior year unencumbered 
cash balance, revenues deposited into the fund, a general fund transfer subsidy 
and encumbrance cancellations.  These revenue resources are used to cover 
Recreation and Parks Department operating expenditures. 
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2005 Revenue Summary 
 

 
 
Revenue Notes: 
• The recreation and parks operation and extension fund receives a transfer 

from the city’s general fund to cover all budgeted operating expenses that 
cannot be supported solely by user fees and charges.  The general fund 
subsidy for 2005 is $24.8 million, which is 11.08 percent higher than the 2004 
amount.  This is mainly due to operating costs associated with the opening of 
North Bank Park, Dodge Recreation Center and Lazelle Woods Community 
Center in 2005.   

 
• Revenues come from adult sports leagues (softball, soccer, basketball, 

football and volleyball), recreation fees, gymnasium rentals, and various other 
charges.  Revenues are expected to remain flat in 2005. 

 
• Tree trimming services in the right-of-way, supported by the general fund 

subsidy prior to 2004, will be billed to the street construction maintenance and 
repair fund (SCMR) in 2005 at an estimated cost of $1,929,608.   

 
• The remaining other revenues from fees and charges are projected at 

$3,578,544, an overall decrease of 3.1 percent from projected 2004 figures, 
due to a decline in the department’s revenues. 
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Golf Course Operations Fund 
 
2005 Cash Balance Statement 
The golf course operations fund is projected to begin 2005 with an 
unencumbered cash balance of $672,980 and end the year with a balance of  
$51,261.  Revenues are generated from greens fees, golf cart rental fees and the 
sale of refreshments at the seven municipal golf courses.  Ninety percent of 
greens fee revenues are deposited into this fund, with the remaining ten percent 
going toward golf course debt retirement. 
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2005 Revenue Summary 

 
 
 
 
Revenue Notes: 
• Revenue is directly related to weather conditions and difficult to project.  

Other things affecting revenues include competition and the state of the 
economy.   

 
• Total revenues for 2005 are estimated at $5.2 million, a 0.8 percent decrease 

from 2004 projections.   
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Cable Communications Fund 
 
2005 Cash Balance Statement 
The cable communications fund is projected to begin 2005 with an 
unencumbered cash balance of $1,414,646. Cable service permit fees are 
collected quarterly, in the month following the quarter in which the revenue is 
earned. 

 
 
2005 Revenue Summary 
Revenues are generated by charging cable companies a service permit fee for 
the ability to operate a cable system in the City of Columbus.  This fee is 
generated from a charge of five percent on cable operator gross revenues that 
include basic and premium service revenues, equipment rental, and pay-per-
view.  Revenues are paid to the city on a quarterly basis. 
 
A ruling by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has reclassified 
cable Internet service as an information service.  In a decision issued on October 
6, 2003 by the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, the court stated that cable modem 
service is an information service.   While the ruling has had a substantive, 
negative effect on revenues to the cable communication fund, the projections of 
cable fund performance have included the revenue reduction since collection of 
the franchise fee on Internet service customers ceased in April of 2002. 
 
Revenue receipts, excluding the unencumbered balance and encumbrance 
cancellations, are estimated to total $6,725,824 in 2005.  The pro forma 
operating statement (which follows the chart illustrating historical and projected 
revenues for the years 2002 through 2005) summarizes actual and projected 
revenues for the years 2003 through 2014, respectively. 
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Cable Communications Fund Pro Forma Operating Statement 

Beginning in 2004, the cable communications budget includes funding for the 
Department of Public Safety’s Support Services Division.  The cable fund portion 
of the division comprises administration and operational support, formerly the 
Communications Division, and licensing, formerly a part of the Safety Director’s 
Office.   The cable fund component of the division includes 5 full-time staff in 
administration, 25 full-time personnel in operational support, and 13 full-time and 
7 part-time staff in licensing. 

A pro forma operating statement for the ten-year period beginning in 2005 is 
presented below. It represents the cable fund operating revenues and 
expenditures for that period.  Major assumptions included in the pro forma 
operating statement are as follows: 

 
• Franchise fee revenue growth is projected at three percent per annum. 
• Operating expenses for Safety Support Services are projected at inflation 

rates of 12 percent on health insurance, 4 percent on personnel costs 
(exclusive of health insurance) and 3 percent on other categories of expense. 

• Operating expenses for the GTC-3 and interconnect sections are generally 
inflated at a blended rate of 3.4 percent per annum, accounting for inflation 
rates of 12 percent on health insurance, 4 percent on personnel costs 
(exclusive of health insurance) and 3 percent on other categories of expense. 

• Debt service reflects $4.0 million in principal for 1996 and $4.017 million for 
1997 for the fiber optic and network infrastructure initiative.  Debt service for 
1998 reflects $1.255 million in principal for fiber optic cable to the Department 
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of Public Service 25th Avenue campus and the city’s data center, and 
infrastructure equipment for Division of Building and Development Services. 
Debt service for 1999 reflects $525,000 in principal for core infrastructure 
redundancy.  Debt service for 2000 reflects $1,605,000 in principal for various 
fiber projects.  No bonds were sold in 2001, 2002 or 2003.  In 2004, $870,000 
in bonds were sold of which, $545,000 was provided for a digital head-end for 
video playback with the remainder of $325,000 for metronet equipment.  Debt 
service for years 2005-2010 reflects a total of $5,370,000 in principal for 
various fiber and metronet equipment projects.  The cable fund’s proposed 
capital improvements program has been reduced by 50 percent in the pro 
forma statement.  This reduction recognizes that actual debt issuance in any 
given year will not reach levels outlined in the capital improvements budget 
because of unavoidable delays in the project planning and implementation 
process. 
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Development Services Fund 
 
2005 Cash Balance Statement 
In 2002, the city implemented a One Stop Shop initiative to provide coordinated, 
streamlined permitting and plan review for construction projects.  A development 
services fund was established, into which all fees and charges associated with 
these services are deposited.  The fund is projected to end 2005 with a negative 
unencumbered cash balance of $941,232.  The ending fund balances for all 
future years are also negative.  To ensure positive fund balances, fees will need 
to be revised early in the year and tight spending controls imposed throughout 
2005. 
 

 
2005 Revenue Summary 
Revenues are generated by fees and charges associated with building 
inspections, permitting, plan review services, construction inspection, zoning, 
materials testing and prevailing wage service fees for services provided to both 
private and public entities.  Fees are reviewed annually and adjusted as needed 
to continue to fully fund expenditures. 
 



Special Revenue Funds 

City of Columbus 2005 Budget  28-19 

 
 
Development Services Fund Pro Forma Operating Statement 
A pro forma operating statement for the ten-year period beginning in 2005 is 
presented on the following page.  It represents the fund's revenues and 
expenditures for that period, given certain assumptions, and is essential in 
ensuring the solvency of the fund and for maintaining an acceptable end-of-year 
balance.  The major assumptions included in this pro forma are as follows: 
 
• Revenues are increased by four percent in the years 2006-2014. 
• Operations and maintenance expenses, excluding personnel, pro rata and 

health insurance, are inflated at three percent per annum.  Personnel costs 
will grow at 4 percent, while health insurance costs will grow by 12 percent 
annually.  Pro rata fees represent approximately 4.5 percent of non-city 
revenue. 

• Debt service principal and interest, pro rata fees, technology, and fleet 
expenses are paid out of the services category but have been broken out 
separately.  The debt service principal and interest payments represent 
reimbursement to the special income tax fund for the retirement of bonds 
issued to construct the Transportation Division's new facility. 
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